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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

The signs that churches put up in front of 

their facilities are sometimes kind of funny, but 

not necessarily because that’s what they 

intended.  Sometimes they reach for humor a 

little too far.  And sometimes, you just have to 

wonder what they are thinking! 

 

 These kinds of errors, either in judgment or 

execution, are called ‘fails.’  People like to laugh at 

them, but on some level, we have to ask, “What 

went wrong?  Why did anybody think that was a 

good idea?” 

 On some level, we have to think that at least 

a few churches have lost their sense of what a 

church is supposed to be doing.  Now, don’t get me 

wrong – I’m not saying that a church should go 

about its business without a hint of humor.  I do, 

however, think that we should insist that the church 

offer more than such a dumbed down Gospel as to 

equate Jesus, Son of the Living God, with an 

antidepressant.  We should also have a clearer idea 

than why people should come to church that ease of 

spelling! 

 The purpose of the church is train people for 

discipleship, so that they can do the work the Lord 

has in mind.  As is laid out for us in Acts 2:42, we do 

this through devotion to “…teaching and to 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”  

The purpose of a church is to present sound, biblical 

teaching and doctrine, so that listeners can know the 

truth about God.  The purpose of a church is to 

provide a place for Godly relationships to form, 

where God’s children can take care of each other.  

The purpose of a church is to eat together, live life 

together, and worship together.  And the purpose of 

a church is to pray, developing their relationship 

with God and affecting the world.   

The ‘fails’ of churches, like the ones on this 

page, are pretty funny.  But the failures of the 

church they hint at, the really big failures, are no 

laughing matter.  Let’s not lose sight of why we’re 

here! 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Jamie 

 

http://www.newbaselchurch.org/
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New Basel Church Council 
Monday July 7, 2025 

 

Called to order at 7:07pm by President Pam O’Neal 

Present 

Elders: Pam O’Neal, Jen Reiff, and Chris Bethe 

Deacons: Jennifer Latzke and Francis Anderson 

Trustees: Drew Snitker, Gary Foltz 

Pastor Jamie opened with a devotion 

Approval of Minutes: 

The minutes from the June meeting were reviewed. A correction was noted and approved as updated. 

Communications: 

Thank You Notes: 

Thank you notes were received from Donneta and Monte Felbush, expressing their 

appreciation for everyone who helped with Vacation Bible School. Justin and Jace Latzke 

also sent a thank you note thanking New Basel for sponsoring their attendance at Wheat 

State Bible Camp. 

Reports 

Financial Secretary: Jennifer Latzke gave report 

Treasurer’s Report: Pam O’Neal passed out Judy Barten’s report 

Pastor’s Report: Work summary for 6/2/25-7/6/25 

Worship-Preached and/or led Sunday Worship 2 times, and at Homestead Memory Care, 2 Funerals 

Administration Meetings: 1 Church Council, 3 Funeral Planning 

Pastoral Care- 6 Phone visits, 2 Home visits, 5 Pastoral visits 

Other- 1 VBS Lunch, 1 Movie Night, 1 Church Work Day, Church Picnic, 4 CrossTalk, Local Meetings, 10-33 

DeFuse (Solomon Fire) 

Vacation Days This Month:0, YTD:5 Professional Development Days: This month 0, YTD:5 

Mileage: 0 

Pastor also reported that Britain Stites will fill the pulpit July 27th 

.Elders: Chris Bethe reported 34 took communion 7/7/25 

Deacons: Jennifer Latzke reported that Irish Den took 45 kids to Camp Table Rock in June, 

6 of those kids gave their life to Christ. 
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Trustees:  

Drew Snitker reported that the floors in the parish hall were cleaned. The HVAC people contacted  

him to let him know they did the spring service. The dry wall estimates were received. These quotes would be  

$16,600 for every room in the basement except for the bathrooms; upstairs $13,700, for every room except the  

bathrooms. 

Old Business: 

Parish Hall floors were cleaned 

Church Improvement Fund will be the month of July 

New Business: 

It was M/S/C to approve bills 

Discussed having 5th Sunday- August 31 - Brunch in Parish Hall 9:30- have everyone bring something 

We will check when Abby Dodo is in the area to help set the Harvest Home date and see if she can be a  

speaker. 

Chose September for Food Pantry Collection 

There was a discussion about compiling a list of potential items for the Memorial Committee to review and  

consider future needs. 

Chris Bethe reported that he heard from some watching online that they had trouble hearing the service on  

7/6/25. 

Announcements 

Upcoming Events 

July 13th - Movie Night 5 pm 

July 25th - Echo Articles Due 

August 3rd –Communion 

August 4th - Church Council 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:46 pm 

The Lord’s Prayer was said in Unison 

 

 

 

 

 Maxine Kauffman 

Naoma Foltz 

Jane Haney 

Judy Lauer 

Tony Herman 

Kelly Schrader 

Clema Anderson 

 

We want to thank all who sent cards, food, 
hugs. calls and attended Eric's funeral.  
Losing a child is so unexpected and we are 
greatly appreciative for all the love and 
concern that has sent our way. 
  
Thank you, 
Dwight, Marion, Nathan and Devin 
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AUGUST INFORMATION 

 

Card Shower 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Greeters, Acolytes and Usher for August 
 Greeters: Acolytes: 

3rd   Gary & Deb Foltz Sterling Bonnema 

10th  Adam & Alyssa Gantenbein Savannah Smiley 

17th  Mitch & Kara Cromwell Janessa Latzke 

24th  Austin & Jessica Murphy Blake Murphy 

31st                                   5th Sunday Breakfast  

August Usher: Gregg Beemer 

 

1st Maxine Kauffman 
     Ron Shouse 
2nd Joleen Beemer 
3rd Shaelyn Meyer 
5th Diane Loftness 
     Deborah Lathan 
8th Stephanie Gfeller 
10th Stetson Shrack 
13th Peggy Meuli 
 
 Anniversaries 

 

22nd Mark Robson 
23rd Judy Barten 
       Darren Haney 
26th Pam O’Neal 
28th Jennifer Latzke 

 

9th Gregg & Joleen Beemer 
 

Thank you to Dwight Kamm for being the July Usher 

Upcoming September Birthdays 

1st Holly Bethe 
2nd Suzanne Smith 

8th Jim Stalder 
9th Dwight Kamm 

 

Maxine Kauffman celebrates her 94t birthday 
on August 1st.  Cards may be sent to her at: 

 

Maxine Kauffman 
c/o Dignity Care Home 

745 Faith Drive 
Salina, KS  67401 

Sunday August 12th 

“Book of Daniel”  
With Robert Miano and Andrew Bongiorno 

 


