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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Have you ever felt unqualified, or 

insufficient as a Christian?  It’s not just that 

you aren’t perfect, you know no one is.  It’s 

more that you know about your struggles 

with sin, your struggles with anger or lust or 

depression, or about your doubts about God.  

In the most hidden places of your life, in 

your most truthful moments, you know you 

are fallen, and wonder how in the world God 

could have chosen you to represent Him.   

I get like that sometimes.  And I 

marvel at the story of Samson. 

Hebrews 11, sometimes called the 

Faith Hall of Fame, is one of the most 

interesting passages in the Bible.  It lists 

several people from Israelite history whom 

we can look to as examples of faith, and 

what God can do through people of faith.  

What caught my attention the other day is 

that the people on this list were by no means 

‘perfect’.   

Abraham was a mess.  He left his 

pagan family and traveled to Canaan in trust, 

absolutely.  But then, in doubt, he pawned 

off his wife in order to save his own skin. 

Jacob was known as ‘the deceiver.’  

That’s not exactly the type of person you 

want to champion as the founder of your 

nation!  

Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, 

and leading the Hebrews through the Red 

Sea was such a monumental 

accomplishment that it still defines Jews 

today.  But before he did that, he killed an 

Egyptian guard in cold blood.  Moses was a 

murderer before he was the leader. 

Gideon is a person we don’t know a 

lot about.  With God’s help, he overcame a 

vastly superior army through bravery and 

cunning.  But before that, they found him in 

hiding.  Not very brave. 

Barak was another person that had 

trouble trusting God.  Although he was told 

to attack the oppressing army, he refused 

unless Deborah was there to help him.    

And then there’s Samson.  Samson 

was chosen by God before birth to be a 

Nazirite, set apart for God.  What is 

absolutely remarkable is that the life he 

lived was one of complete selfishness and 

rebellion, and he seemed determined to 

break every Law there was!  Whereas 

everyone else mentioned already made a few 

mistakes or had a momentary lapse in 

courage, Samson’s was systemic and total.  

When his choices finally and utterly ruined 

his life, THAT’S when he completely 

surrendered to God, and THAT’S when God 

was able to use him! (Judges 13-16)  

THAT’S the kind of God we serve.  

It’s never too late to turn to Him, and you’re 

never too screwed up for God to accept and 

love you.  Good News indeed! 

 So if you ever feel unqualified as a 

Christian, remember Samson.  Truly, he 

waited until it was too late for him, but God 

was still able to use him.  How much more, 

then, would God use you if you turn to Him 

before that? 

 

Grace and Peace,  

Pastor Jamie 

http://www.newbaselchurch.org/
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New Basel Church Council 
Monday April 7, 2025 

Called to order at 7:02pm by President Pam O’Neal 

Present 

Elders: Pam O’Neal, Jen Reiff, Chris Bethe 

Deacons: Judy Barten, Jennifer Latzke, and Francis Anderson 

Trustees: Gary Foltz and Drew Snitker 

Pastor Jamie opened with a devotion 

M/S/C to approve March minutes 

Communications:   

We received a thank you from Hospice of Dickinson County for our donation. 

Reports 

Financial Secretary: Jennifer Latzke presented report 

Treasurer’s Report: Judy Barten presented report.   

Pastor’s Report: Work summary for 3/3/25-4/6/25 

Worship-Preached and/or led Sunday Worship 4 times, and at Homestead Memory Care 

Administration Meetings: 1 Church Council 

Pastoral Care: 9 Phone Visits, 4 Home Visits, 3 Hospital Visits 

Other-4 Confirmation Classes, 1 Confirmation Makeup Class, 2 Cross Talk Local Class, 1 
Church Movie Night, 3 Volunteer Reading Sessions at Rural Center Grade School: 101 
Dalmatians, The Little Red Caboose, Narhwhal’s Otter Friend.  Winter Jam 

Vacation Days This Month:5, YTD5 Professional Development Days: This month 0, YTD:4 

Mileage 280 

Elders: Chris Bethe reported 39 took communion April 6th 

Deacons: Judy Barten proposed providing quarterly updates to the congregation during church 
services regarding the missions we currently support.  

Trustees: 
Drew Snitker reported that Mike Davidson has begun work on the upstairs men’s restroom, with the 
goal of completing the project before Easter. Upon completion, the upstairs restrooms will be 
designated as unisex.  
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Gary Foltz reported that he and Francis Anderson met with the electrician to discuss the lighting in 
the parish hall. The new bulbs will be LED. Once the electrician provides quotes and additional 
details, Francis, Gary, Jane Haney, and members of the Memorial Committee will be involved in the 
decision-making process. Gary also noted that the church sign project is nearing completion. 

Old Business 
Church Spring cleaning: discussed plans for spring cleaning at the church. Judy will paint her 
classroom; a group will clean the parish hall floor. 

Lawn Mowing: discussed a few volunteers have signed up so far; however, it was noted that many 
of the same individuals who help each year are becoming increasingly busy. 

Graduation Sunday: We will recognize graduates on Sunday May 4th 

Bible School:  Date for bible school are 5/27-5/31 

A Quartet will be performing during service on Sunday May 4th 

New Business: 
It was M/S/C to approve and pay bills 

Confirmation: Confirmation will be Sunday April 20th. Pastor Jamie stated he purchased the Bibles 
for each confirmand.  

Easter Sunday: We will have communion Easter Sunday  

Austin Murphy presented information about a Husqvarna robotic mower for maintaining the church 
grounds. He is able to acquire the mower at a discounted price of $2,100, which is half off the retail 
cost. It could be up to $2500 once taxes and shipping are added. The council also discussed how 
current mowing volunteers are becoming increasingly busy and this option could help alleviate that 
burden.  

Judy Barten made a motion to recommend holding a special congregational meeting to discuss the 
proposed purchase of the robotic mower. Special Meeting will be held after church Sunday April 
27th. 

Pastor Jamie reported that he received an email from Facebook that they have implemented a new 
policy where videos, which will include our Sunday Services, may be automatically deleted after a 
certain period. 

Pastor Jamie reported that six spots have been reserved for our youth at Wheat State Bible Camp in 
El Dorado. As in previous years, New Basel will cover the cost for any youth who wish to attend. The 
reserved dates are June 23 through June 27.  
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Announcements 

Upcoming Events 

April 13- Palm Sunday 

April 13- Moving Night 5pm 

April 17th- Maundy Thursday Service at Mount Pleasant 7pm 

April 20th- Easter Sunday, Confirmation, Communion 

April 25th- Echo Articles Due 

May 4th- Communion 

May 5th- Church Council 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:37pm 

The Lord’s Prayer was said in Unison 

Jen Reiff, secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Maxine Kauffman 

Naoma Foltz 

Jane Haney 

Judy Lauer 

Tony Herman 

Kelly Schrader 

Clema Anderson 
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New Basel Confirmands 2025 
 

 

 

 
 

Sunday School Easter Egg Hunt  

Justin Latzke, Owen Cromwell, Sterling Bonnema, Jace Latzke, 
Austin Smiley, Blake Murphy, Farrah Rothchild 

CONGRATULATIONS 
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Greeters, Acolytes,  & Ushers for May 

 Greeters Acolytes 

4th    Brady & Marissa Moddlemog Savannah Smiley & Tinley Moddlemog  

11th  James & Jennifer Latzke Jennesa Latzke 

18th   Ron & Margaret Shouse Blake Murphy 

25th  Duane & Ila Beemer Axie & Stetson Shrack 

 
May Usher:  Drew Snitker 

Thank you to Austin Murphy for being the April Usher 

MAY INFORMATION 

1st Austin Murphy 
7th Clema Anderson 
8th Andrew Gantenbein 
13th Stacy Smiley 

 

5th  Tim & Jen Reiff 
15th Mark & Holly Bethe 

18th Seth Lauer 
       Kyle Chamberlin 
28th William Graves 
       DaLean Barten 
       Gordon Hunnicutt 

26th Dwight & Marion Kamm 

Anniversaries  

 

Vacation Bible School 

Tuesday, May 27 – Saturday, May 30th 

                     8:30 – 11:45 a.m. 

     New Basel Church - 1075 1100 Ave. 
 

Scan QR code to register 

 

Happy Birthday 


